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We notice

(1)                                                   the interlinking of types ;

(2)                                                  the predominant military sentiment;

(3)                                                  the close connexion with the coinage of Vitellius,
who himself uses the types FIDES EXERCiTWM, CON-

CORDIA PRAETORIANORVM, FIDES PRAETORIANORVM,
I.O.M. CAPITOLINVS (seated figure), SENATVS P Q. ROMANVS,
VESTA P.R. QVIRITJVM (seated figure).

It is certain, then, that these coins form a single group
and stand in close relation to the revolt of the troops in
the Germanies, which raised Vitellius to the throne. But
it is difficult to fix either time or place with absolute
precision, The coins seem to belong to the period of
the revolt of the legions in Upper Germany, before the
legions of Lower Germany had declared Vitellius
Emperor. Tet the interval here was one of a very
few days (January 1 to 3, 69), a very short time allow-
ance for our coinage. It is perhaps possible that, as
the rebellion had been some time in planning, pre-
parations for a coinage were already well advanced,
when the revolt actually broke out. Where then were
the coins struck ? Some specimens show a style
approximating to that of Lugdunum; others are very
rough and crude. On the whole, it seems most
probable that the coins were struck in Upper
Germany, presumably at the military headquarters
at Mogontiacum. The references to the praetorians
are explained by a passage in Suetonius (G-alba,
16), " sed maxime fremebat superioris Gennaniae
exercitus, fraudari se praemio navatae adversus Gallos
et Vindicem operae. Ergo primi obsequium runapere
ausi Kal. Jan. adigi Sacramento nisi in nomen senatus
recusarunt, statimque legationes ad praetorianos cum